
 

 

DATE:  March 28, 2013 

TO:  Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM:  Rich Sucré, Historic Preservation Technical Specialist, (415) 575‐9108 

REVIEWED BY:  Tim Frye, Preservation Coordinator, (415) 575‐6822 

RE:  Review and Comment  

  572 7th Street 

  Case No. 2013.0279U 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The  Planning  Department  seeks  the  advice  of  the  Historic  Preservation  Commission  on  the 

proposed project  at  572  7th  Street. As described  in detail  below,  the proposed project  entails  a 

change  in  use  from  PDR  (Production,  Distribution  and  Repair)  to  office  on  the  first  and 

mezzanine  level  (approximately  14,973  sf),  pursuant  to  Planning Code  Section  803.9(c), which 

states: 

(c) Preservation of Historic Buildings within and UMU Districts. The following rules 

are intended to support the economic viability of buildings of historic importance within 

the UMU District. 

(1) This subsection applies only to buildings that are a designated landmark 

building, or a building listed on or determined eligible for the California Register 

of Historical Resources by the State Office of Historic Preservation. 

(2) All uses are permitted as of right, provided that: 

(A) The project does not contain nighttime entertainment. 

(B) Prior to the issuance of any necessary permits, the Zoning 

Administrator, with the advice of the Landmarks Preservation Advisory 

Board, determines that allowing the use will enhance the feasibility of 

preserving the building. 

(C) Residential uses meet the affordability requirements of the 

Residential Inclusionary Affordable Housing Program set forth in Section 

315.1 through 315.9. 

(3) The Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board shall review the proposed 

project for compliance with the Secretary of the Interiorʹs Standards, (36 C.F.R. § 

67.7 (2001)) and any applicable provisions of the Planning Code. 

The proposed project qualifies for this section of the Planning Code, since the subject building at 

572 7th Street is located within the Urban Mixed Use (UMU) Zoning District, and is individually 

designated in the California Register of Historical Resources. 
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

Constructed  by  builder  George  Wagner  in  1938,  572  7th  Street  is  a  two‐story,  reinforced‐

concrete/steel frame, light industrial building, which occupies the entire 50 ft by 160 ft rectangular 

lot on the west side of 7th Street, between Bryant and Brannan Streets in San Francisco’s South of 

Market  neighborhood.    The  building  is  designed  in  an  Art Moderne  architectural  style,  and 

features  stucco  cladding,  a  bow  truss  roof,  a  non‐historic,  contemporary,  aluminum  storefront 

system  on  the  ground  floor,  historic  steel‐sash  windows  on  the  second  floor,  and Moderne 

ornamentation, including incised speed lines, molded horizontal ridges and grooves, and vertical 

chevrons.   Facing Langton Street,  the  rear  façade  is utilitarian  in  character and  features  scored 

stucco,  a  service  entrance,  and  aluminum‐sash windows.   Currently,  the  existing  building  has 

12,237 sq ft and is authorized for PDR use. 

 

PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project entails façade alterations, interior alterations (including the construction of 

an addition to the mezzanine, which would add 2,874 sq ft), and a change  in use of 14,973 sq ft 

from PDR use to office use.   

To further support the preservation of the subject building, the Project Sponsor has submitted a 

Historic  Building  Maintenance  Plan,  which  outlines  a  program  for  regular  maintenance, 

inspection and repair of the roof, skylight, steel windows, stucco, and cast plaster ornamentation. 

In addition, this maintenance plan would remove the non‐historic, ground floor storefronts for a 

new, compatible storefront that better relates to the historic appearance of the subject property, as 

evidenced by a 1976 photograph. 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

The Department would like the HPC to consider the following information: 

Based  upon  a  review  of  the  proposed  project  per  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior’s  Standards  for 

Rehabilitation (Secretary’s  Standards), the change in use from PDR to office would be considered 

a compatible use with the former warehouse.  

As noted in Standard 1, “A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new 

use  that requires minimal change  to  the defining characteristics of  the building and  its site and 

environment,”  this  new  use  requires minimal  change  to  the  defining  characteristics  of  572  7th 

Street,  and  the  property  would  maintain  its  status  as  an  individually‐listed  resource  in  the 

California Register of Historical Resources.  

As noted  in Standard 5, “Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or 

examples  of  craftsmanship  that  characterize  a  property  will  be  preserved”  and  Standard  6 

“Deteriorated  historic  features  will  be  repaired  rather  than  replaced.  Where  the  severity  of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in 

design,  color,  texture,  and, where  possible, materials. Replacement  of missing  features will  be 
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substantiated by documentary and physical  evidence,”  the Historic Building Maintenance Plan 

proposed by the Project Sponsor appropriately addresses a cyclical maintenance program for 572 

7th Street, and seeks to proactively correct any material deficiencies with existing windows, stucco 

and roof. 

Further, as part of the proposed project, the Project Sponsor would remove a portion of the non‐

historic storefront in the center bay of the ground floor, and would install a new, more compatible 

butt‐glazed  storefront  that  better  relates  to  the  open  character  of  the  original  ground  floor 

configuration, as evidenced by historic photographs. As part of the Historic Building Maintenance 

Plan, the Project Sponsor would continue work on the ground floor level, and would remove the 

remaining  portion  of  the  non‐historic  storefront.  The  Project  Sponsor  would  install  new, 

compatible  storefronts  within  a  period  of  five  years,  which  will  be  reviewed  by  Planning 

Department Preservation staff.  Thus, the proposed project would be in compliance with Standard 

9, which states “New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 

historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work 

shall be differentiated  from  the old and will be compatible with  the historic materials,  features, 

size,  scale  and  proportion,  and  massing  to  protect  the  integrity  of  the  property  and  its 

environment. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Department finds the proposed project to be in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards  for  Rehabilitation,  since  the  proposed  project  would  rehabilitate  and  repair 

deteriorated character‐defining features and would reinforce the property’s historic character by 

removing  non‐historic  alterations  and  installing  new  features, which  are  compatible with  the 

property’s  historic  character.  Further,  the  Department  finds  that  the  proposed  project would 

enhance  the  feasibility of preserving  the building by providing  for  a  cyclical maintenance  and 

restorative  program  and  a  compatible  new  use.  This  maintenance  plan  would  improve  the 

viability of preserving  the subject building.  In addition,  the building’s new use would maintain 

and  not  impact  the  building’s  historic  integrity  and  historic  status.  The  project would  further 

reinforce the property’s historic integrity by removing non‐historic alterations and providing for 

more compatible alterations at the ground floor level along 7th Street. 

 

REQUESTED ACTION 

The Department is requesting adoption of a resolution from the Historic Preservation 

Commission regarding the proposed project and its ability to enhance the feasibility of preserving 

the historic building, in order to assist the determination by the Zoning Administrator pursuant to 

Planning Code Section 803.9(c).  In addition, the Department seeks confirmation on the project’s 

compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

 Exhibits,  including Parcel Map,  1998 Sanborn Fire  Insurance Map, Zoning Map, Aerial 

Photograph, and Site Photos  

 Draft Resolution 

 Historic Building Maintenance Plan (dated March 13, 2013) 

 Proposed Project Plans, December 4, 2012 

 1976 DCP Survey Form, 572 7th Street 

 California Register Nomination 

 

 

 



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

Historic Preservation Commission  
Resolution No. XXXX 

HEARING DATE:  April 3, 2013 
 

Date:  April 3, 2013 

Case No.:  2013.0279U 

Project Address:  572 7th Street Street 

Zoning:  UMU (Urban Mixed Use) Zoning District 

Block/Lot:  3780/004F 

Project Sponsor:  Navjot Athwal, Farella, Braun + Martel LLP 

Staff Contact:  Richard Sucré – (415) 575‐9108 

  richard.sucre@sfgov.org   

Reviewed By:  Tim Frye, Preservation Coordinator 

  tim.frye@sfgov.org 

 

ADOPTING FINDINGS FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT AT 572 7th STREET (ASSESSOR'S BLOCK 3780, LOT 
004F), WHICH IS INDIVIDUALLY-LISTED IN THE CALIFORNIA REGISTER OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES AND 
IS LOCATED WITHIN UMU (URBAN MIXED USE) ZONING DISTRICT AND A 68-X HEIGHT AND BULK 
DISTRICT. 
 
PREAMBLE 
 
1. WHEREAS, on October 4, 2012, the Project Sponsor (Navjot Athwal of Farella, Braun + Martel LLP), 

on behalf of the Property Owner (Flynn Properties, Inc.), filed Building Permit Application (BPA) No. 

2012.10.02.1161 with the San Francisco Planning Department for 572 7th Street (Block 3780, Lot 004F).   

2. WHEREAS, the proposed project intends to utilize Planning Code Section 803.9(c) to allow office use 

on the ground floor level of 572 7th Street. Pursuant to Planning Code Section 803.9(c), the following 

provision is intended to support the economic viability of buildings of historic importance within the 

UMU District: 

(1) This subsection applies only to buildings that are a designated landmark building, or a 

building listed on or determined eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources by the 

State Office of Historic Preservation. 

(2) All uses are permitted as of right, provided that: 

(A) The project does not contain nighttime entertainment. 

(B) Prior to the issuance of any necessary permits, the Zoning Administrator, with the 

advice of the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, determines that allowing the use 

will enhance the feasibility of preserving the building. 
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572 7th Street

(C) Residential uses meet the affordability requirements of the Residential Inclusionary 

Affordable Housing Program set forth in Section 315.1 through 315.9. 

(3) The Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board shall review the proposed project for 

compliance with the Secretary of the Interiorʹs Standards, (36 C.F.R. § 67.7 (2001)) and any 

applicable provisions of the Planning Code.   

3. WHEREAS, City Charter  4.135  established  the Historic  Preservation Commission. All  duties  and 

responsibilities of the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board (“LPAB”) are under the purview and 

responsibility of the Historic Preservation Commission.  

4. WHEREAS,  on  April  3,  2013,  the  Department  presented  the  proposed  project  to  the  Historic 

Preservation Commission. The Commission’s comments on  the compliance of  the proposed project 

with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior’s  Standards  for  Rehabilitation  and  the  ability  of  the  proposed 

project  to  enhance  the  feasibility  of  the  historic  resource  would  be  forwarded  to  the  Zoning 

Administrator for consideration under Planning Code Section 803.9(c).  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the proposed 

project at 572 7th Street, on Lot 004F in Assessor’s Block 3780, and this Commission has provided the 

following comments: 

 

   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Recording 

Secretary to transmit this Resolution, and other pertinent materials in the Case File No. 2013.0279U to the 

Zoning Administrator. 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission at 

its regularly scheduled meeting on April 3, 2013. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Acting Commission Secretary 

 

PRESENT:    

ABSENT:   

ADOPTED:  April 3, 2013  
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View of 572 7th Street along 7th Street
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View of 572 7th Street along Langton Street
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572 Seventh Street 
San Francisco, CA 

 
HISTORIC BUILDING MAINTENANCE PLAN 

 
March 13, 2013 

 
 
This plan describes cyclical maintenance to be performed for 572 Seventh Street. The plan 
includes annual inspections to assess short term maintenance needs as well as to plan for larger 
capital needs. 
 
Roof 
Inspect the roof annually for water intrusion. Inspect flashing and seals at edges and projections. 
Repair as required, and replace every 15-20 years.  Clear drains every fall prior to rainy season. 
 
Skylights 
Inspect and clean annually. Check seals, caulk and flashing to prevent water intrusion. Since the 
skylights are not historic, they may be replaced when deteriorated. 
 
Steel Windows 
Inspect original steel windows (at upper level of Seventh Street façade) annually. Examine the 
steel for signs of rust and/or peeling paint. Touch up as required; repaint every 5-7 years with a 
high-performance coating system recommended for ferrous metal. Also check window putty and 
sealant joints and repair as required to maintain a watertight envelope. Replace any broken 
panes on an as-needed basis. 
 
Aluminum Storefronts and Windows 
Inspect non-original aluminum storefronts and windows to ensure a weather-tight condition. 
Inspect seals and caulk; and replace any broken glass on an as-needed basis. Clean aluminum 
surfaces as needed with water or mild detergent solution. Test prior to the application of any 
chemical cleaners. The sheet metal covers on the façade columns shall be treated in a similar 
fashion. 
 
Within five years of HPC approval, replace the existing aluminum storefront with a more 
compatible design. The replacement storefront design should take into consideration the historic 
design, which consisted of an open loading dock at the ground floor, as shown in the 1976 
photograph. To this end, the replacement storefront should consist of larger expanses of butt-
glazed glass rather than the existing gridded mullion pattern. When the storefront is replaced, 
the columns shall be reduced in scale or otherwise made to be more compatible with the revised 
storefront. 
 
 
 

 



572 Seventh Street 
Maintenance Plan 
March 13th, 2013 
Page 2 
 
 
Stucco 
Inspect annually for cracks or other surface damage. Prep and fill cracks with paintable 
elastomeric caulk and touch up paint to match surrounding existing. 
 
Cast Plaster Ornament 
Cast plaster ornament includes the “speedlines” and cornice detail at the original, upper portion 
of the building façade. These details shall be treated similarly to the stucco. They shall be 
inspected annually for cracks or other surface damage. Any such damage shall be prepared and 
filled with paintable elastomeric caulk, and shall be touched up with paint to match surrounding 
existing. 
 
Paint  
Repaint the building every 5-7 years. Maintain extra stock for touch ups. Clean or paint over 
graffiti as it occurs with extra stock paint to match substrate. 
 
 
 
 

 



     572 Seventh Street – East Elevation 

Inspect steel windows 

Inspect stucco 

Inspect aluminum storefront. 
Replace with more historically 
compatible system within five 
years of HPC approval. 

Inspect roof & skylights 

Inspect cast plaster 
details. 

Clean aluminum storefront and 
metal column covers. 



572 Seventh Street – West Elevation 

Inspect stucco annually 

Inspect aluminum windows 
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