Western SoMa Plan

Transportation Issues

DRAFT

Possible timeline:

1. April: discussion of timeline and scope; Public health impacts

2. May: Pedestrians and disabled access

3. June: Cycling

4. July: Transit and paratransit

5. August: Auto traffic and goods movement (i.e. trucks)

6. September: Folsom boulevard and other specific projects

7. October: present draft transportation plan for review and discussion

8. November: finalize transportation plan for presentation to full task force

Existing conditions

1. Current state of city facilities: sidewalks, roadways, signals bike lanes, transit lanes, rail lines and stations

2. Existing travel patterns within and through our planning area

3. Existing transit services – routes, frequency, stops

4. Public health impacts: accidents and injuries, air quality, noise and vibration

Possible list of topics to be addressed in the plan

1. Walking

· Street types, per existing planning code definitions, or as proposed by Better Streets Plan

· Sidewalk width

· Sidewalk lighting standards

· Pedestrian safety features (corner bulb-outs, ladder-style crosswalks, etc)

· Accessibility features: curb ramps, signals,  etc.

· Crosswalks connecting small streets

· mid-block crosswalks on long blocks

· dangerous conditions: double-left turns,  free right turns off of freeways

2. Cycling

· Bicycle lanes

· Bicycle parking, on-street and secure (in buildings)

3. Public Transit

· Route structure

· Dedicated transit lanes

· Stop locations and amenities

· Folsom boulevard and transitway

· 3rd Street light rail/Central Subway: stop/station locations

4. Traffic

· Traffic speed: official limits vs. designed and actual speeds; transition from freeways to city streets; do we want a maximum speed limit for the whole district/city?

· Traffic volume/roadway capacity

· One-way streets

· Strategies to reduce through traffic in the district generated by downtown, East SoMa, and adjacent neighborhoods.

5. Parking

· On-street parking on main streets (metered and non-metered): managing parking to support diverse non-residential uses (PDR, commercial, entertainment, etc.)

· On-street parking in residential enclaves (incl. “U” residential permit parking area)

· Off-street residential and non-residential parking requirements

· Location of parking in buildings (i.e. should parking be visible from the street, or be wrapped in active uses?)

· Location of driveways, garage entrances; should they be limited in width, or limited on certain important pedestrian, cycling, and transit streets?

· Strategies to reduce impact on neighborhood of overflow parking demand from downtown, East SoMa, and adjacent neighborhoods.

6. Goods movement and deliveries

· Truck access needs of businesses

· Loading zones: locations, size, and regulations

